
TOWN OF MARTELL 

April 13, 2021 meeting 
 

The regular monthly Town Board meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 13, 2021 

by Chairman Brad Taplin. Board members Dale Olson and John Worsing, treasurer Heather Sitz 

and clerk Sara Cardwell were also present. 

 

Minutes:  Motion by Olson and seconded by Taplin to approve the minutes from the March 9, 

2021 meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  The board accepted the treasurer’s report with March disbursements of 

$27,856.72 and receipts of $1,617.02 for a month-end balance of $107,306.67. 

 

Payment of bills: Motion by Worsing and seconded by Olson to pay the March bills.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Road Work:  Nothing going on yet.  Roads look good.  The Patrolman has used the shoulder 

reclaimer the town recently purchased from the Town of River Falls.  It works well.  An estimate 

was received from the County to put 4 inches of gravel on a portion of 810th and 590th.  The 

Patrolman will have to do the blading.  Worsing motioned to approve applying gravel on sections 

of 810th and 590th Street for a total cost of $32,175. The application will go to the first curve past 

Hwy 29.  Olson seconded it.  Motion carried. 

 

Dust control has already been mentioned.  Rush River and Mark Faymoville want it done early.  

Doing these two areas would comprise a full load.  The County has mentioned that they are 

available to do the dust control, but they haven’t done much of it and use a different material 

than the usual contractor.  The Town will stay with the normal contractor. 

 

The county has provided a bid to blade patch for $75,000.  The Board will look at this further 

when doing the road tour.  The County would like to do this the second week of May.   

 

Employee’s report: 20 hours plowing and sanding, 40 hours cutting trees, 65 hours of shop 

work and 25 hours of road maintenance. 

 

Presentation from Scott Construction on Seal Coating Roads: 

 

Emulsion is usually used for city streets and hot oil is usually used in the country.  The City of 

Menomonie uses emulsion.  They have more traffic on their roads.  Hot oil is applied at 350 

degrees.  Emulsion is applied at 150-170 degrees.  Emulsion is 30% water but does gets hard.  

Hot oil can get pliable and bleed when the weather is extremely warm.  The process to apply 

either product is the same.  It can be applied to either pavement or gravel.  Can hand patch prior 

to coating.  Big cracks should be treated before oil is applied.  A different group from the 

company seals the big cracks.  Fractured granite is used over the coating but some towns like pea 

gravel.  Granite has less sharp edges.  Emulsion is a little big more expensive.  Have to apply 

more because of the water in the product.  There is a $1500 difference between the products.  

Based on work done for Dunn County, Scott’s estimates fog seal at $3000 a mile.  It goes away 



after a year or so.  Can’t put a fog seal on hot oil.  Scott’s will do the two roads that were pointed 

out by the Patrolman.  They are available at the end of July through August to do the work.  They 

can sweep later but normally don’t.  In rural areas, the majority just gets blown off.  Supervisor 

Olson motioned to approve the contract with Scott’s to seal coat 780th Avenue and 810th Avenue.  

Worsing seconded it.  Motion carried. 

 

Discuss Maintenance and Repair Issues:  

 

The new plow truck is ready.  Universal wants to use it in their open house.  They gave us a free 

upgrade on the camera system.  The Board left it up to the Patrolman to decide whether or not to 

participate 

 

Driveway permits: None 

 

Discuss Draft Policy Regarding Reimbursement Requests by Board Members: 

Board members are OK with the policy. 

Discuss Road Tour Options: 

Saturday, April 24th will be the day.  Start at 7 am finish around noon.  No emergencies out there.  

There are a couple of culvert issues.  The Patrolman needs to measure them.  The Board will 

meet at the Chairman’s house and start the tour there. 

Discuss Lawn Care Service Contract:   

The new contract is $145 per mowing session.  Worsing motioned to approve the contract.  

Olson seconded it.  Motion carried. 

Read correspondence: 

 

Correspondence received from Asphalt Maintenance, the County regarding the Hwy 63 project, 

and the monthly permits issued. 

 

Set Date for Open Book and Board of Review:  Worsing moved to schedule the Open book on 

June 1st from noon to 2 pm and the Board of Review on June 15 from 6-8 pm.  Taplin seconded 

it.  Motion carried. 

 

Date for next meeting:  Motion by Olson and seconded by Taplin to hold the next Board 

meeting on May 11, 2021.  Motion carried. 

 

The Chairman reminded everyone that the Annual meeting is next Tuesday, the 20th. 

 

Swear in New Board: Swore in the new board, Brad Taplin-Chairman, John Worsing-

Supervisor I, Dale Olson-Supervisor II, Heather Sitz-Treasurer, and Sara Cardwell-Clerk. 

Open discussion:  John Loosgard asked about seal coating 650th.  The Chairman stated the 

Town has to get caught up.  The Town has a limited budget and is doing the best it can.  Lori 

Larson asked about the bleeding with the new seal coating.  Supervisor Olson responded that it 



shouldn’t be an issue.  The seal coat is only going on the gravel.  A different company is doing 

this than the one that did road Lori is concerned about.  The Clerk mentioned that 4-H might start 

in person meetings in May and was wondering if the Board wanted to put any requirements on 

the Sportsmen’s Club and the 4-H for free use of the building such as cleaning.  The Board said 

no. 

 

Olson motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Taplin seconded it.  Motion carried. 

 
Sara Cardwell, Clerk 


